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Menahel’s Message:  Just Because 

   by Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

The holy Rav Chaim Tirar of Tchernovitz, author of the classic Sef-

er Be’er Mayim Chaim and early Chassidic master, had a son who 

could charitably be described as spiritually challenged. The more 

contemporary term would be “off the derech.” Yet, the Be’er 

Mayim Chaim continued to love his son unconditionally and 

shower him with unbridled affection. And when the father 

davened, he would beseech the Ribbono shel Olam to similarly 

continue loving-the Jewish people-unconditionally, just as he al-

ways loved his oftentimes wayward son under all circumstances.    

Parashat Lech Lecha opens rather suddenly, as Hashem com-

mands Avraham to leave his home and travel to an as of yet un-

disclosed destination.  While it soon becomes apparent that G-d’s 

directive represented the first tangible manifestation of a specifi-

cally Jewish destiny in His chosen land, at no point does the Torah 

articulate why Avraham or his descendants were chosen.  Unlike 

Noach, who is introduced as a tzaddik, tamim b’dorotav and 

therefore worthy of salvation, the Torah omits any mention of a 

basis for Avraham being chosen by Hashem- and for good reason:  

Avraham was certainly righteous, explains the Maharal of Prague, 

but that is not the reason that Hashem chose us.  We were cho-

sen as Hashem’s special children simply because He desired to do 

so- nothing more, nothing less.  And by doing so, our Father in 

Heaven established a paradigm of parents’ unconditional love of 

their children, nothing more and nothing less!  

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson  

   Yediyot Klaliyot EXPERTS, Yashar Koach to the following 

5-8th grade boys for outstanding performance on their 

recent Yediot Klaliyot test:  5B  David Benisz, Natfali 

Frankel, Yoni Greenwald, Eitan Kaplan, Moshe David Katz, 

Menachem Kurkus, Sam Landau, Ilan Nissel, Daniel Scarpa, 

Oliver Teicher; 6B  Gavri Benson, Shmuel Feuer, Mendy 

Frydman, Benjamin Golani, Dovid Hill, Moishe Koenig, Tuli 

Schmelczer, Yoel Schmutter; 7B  Ori Blass, Shimmy Fried, 

Yosi Glanz, Shimshy Gordon, Aaron Korchnoy, Yosef 

Meshchaninov, Simcha Neuwirth, Eitan Nissel, Nachi 

Reifer; 8B Eli Gershuny, Moshe Jacobson, Jared Kornblum, 

Ezra Ratner, Yosef Ruderman. 

Minyanairres:  David Benisz, Naftali Frankel, Yoni 

Greenwald, Moshe David Katz, Ilan Nissel, Oliver Teicher; 

6B  Gavri Benson, Benjamin Golani, Tuli Schmelczer, Yoel 

Schmutter; 7B Edon Berland, Shimmy Fried, Yossi Glanz, 

Gavriel Goldring, Shimshy Gordon, Aaron Korchnoy, Eitan 

Nissel; 8B Eitan Ahronov, Judah Bruschansky, Eli Gershuny, 

Moshe Jacobson, Jared Kornblum, Ezra Ratner, Yosef 

Ruderman, Yosef Zakon. 

 פרנס השבוע   

  November 8-15יד מרחשון   -ו  

In memory of  

R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe 

Mr. Samuel Kizelnik z’’l (Zeidy Shmelka) 

“You are my sunshine” 

Great-grandfather of  Veeta Miriam Gewirtz 

Sponsored by Jonathan and Esther Toby Gewirtz and 
family  

Mazel tov to class 4G! They received their 
Navi’im this morning. 

Sunday Program this week and next 

week:  8:00-11:30 a.m., davening 

promptly at 8:00 a.m. 



 

Students are reading “Echo” by Pam Munoz Ryan in 
the Middle School Virtual Book Club. Although 
students use Google Classroom to access the "club," 
they were treated to real hot cocoa and brownies 
as a reward for their participation.  

Mr. Arnie Warmbrand, Universal PreK Coordinator, visited 

our PreK classes and joined them in voting in the ASHAR 

election.  Here’s what he had to say about our program: 

Today, the children go to vote!  An election is being held for 

president of ASHAR.  Mitzvah Man vs. Bentzi– 2 puppets used 

as learning spokesmen during the week to help teach good 

behavior practice and language development.  Children were 

shown the voting method (Registration cards, ballots, voting 

booth)- the whole procedure.  Tomorrow, we learn who won (did 

Mr. Arnie get enough write-in votes? Only joking.) The staff 

totally love these children and it is so apparent.  The learning 

environment is exemplary!  Name recognition is evident with 

craft projects and sticker letter finding.  The rooms are well-

defined and center based and filled with bubbly, happy 

learners and players.   Once again, as with every year, this 

school excels in providing complete joyous education for the 

youngsters.  What a fun place to be!  Thank you! 

On Sunday ASHAR faced off against a very strong 
MDS team in the first game of the Swish For Sderot 
Tournament. (For more information and to make a 
donation on behalf of the ASHAR team, please visit 
sderot.org/basektball or contact Coach Samet, 
davidsamet@gmail.com). MDS and led the game 49-
29 after three quarters. Then the Sharks showed 
everyone what they’re made of, mounting a 
tremendous comeback attempt and getting within 2 
points before MDS put the game away with some foul 
shots. Six of our players scored, with Yosef Zakon 
leading the team with 19 points. The team hit 10 
three pointers and amassed a very respectful 
tournament point total of 48. 

The team also played a scrimmage against a solid 
group of players from Brooklyn. This time it was 
ASHAR starting strong and going up by more than 20 
points to finish the game with 52 total points. So in 
just two games ASHAR scored 105 points. Wow! This 
game was a solid team effort with everyone getting 
an opportunity to play and contribute. 

This coming week - ASHAR will have its first YMSSA 
league game on Monday night against BDS (at BDS) 
and another game Thursday against RAMAZ. 
Thursday’s is a home game at 6:45 pm, so come out 
and cheer on the Sharks. 

http://sderot.org/basektball
mailto:davidsamet@gmail.com


6:45 pm this week! 



Thank you to Mia Huerta, 8G and Devora Ruderman, 
7G for sharing their personal experiences as military 
children with 6-8th grade girls. Their vivid 
descriptions and unique perspectives contributed to 
our discussion of Veterans Day.  

I.  Greetings, Rabbi Ari Jacobson, Menahel/ Dean 

 Enrollment Update 

 New Programs 

II.  State of ASHAR, Mr. Don-E Benovitz, Chairman of the Board 

 Financial Health of ASHAR 

 Update and re-vote on the sale of the “Route 45” property 

 Security Update 

 Get involved!  Exciting opportunities to make a difference in your Yeshiva 

community 

III.  Educational Highlights, Mrs. Donna Schaer, Principal of General Studies 

 Curriculum changes 

 MAP testing 

 Technology:  Interactive Simulations 

IV.  Q&A with Administrators and Board leadership 

V.  Parenting Workshop, Rabbi Dani Staum, ASHAR Guidance Counselor 

 “Homework to Bedtime:  Making School Nights Great Again” 

Rabbi Ari & Mrs. Debby Jacobson on the birth 

of a granddaughter! 



Wednesday Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther Bail Schwartz 1:15-2:15 in the library. To sponsor a shiur for $80 please 
contact Gila at 845 362-7799. 
This week's shiur is sponsored by Rabbi Jonathan and Mrs. Esther Toby Gewirtz and family Lilui nishmas R' Shmuel Shmelka 
Ben HaRav Moshe, Mr. Samuel Kizelnik, z"l (Zeidy Shmelka) upon his first yartzeit. You are still our sunshine. 

Come Celebrate your party or event at 

The Burgundy Party & conference Room 

@ The Ramapo Athletic Center 

Birthdays - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Corporate Events 

Sports Party Packages available with 

Our indoor Volleyball & Basketball Courts 

267 Cherry Lane, Airmont, NY  845-659-8244 

YehudaRussak@gmail.com 


